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St. Alexander Parish 
Rev. Mark Cote, Pastor 
Christopher Cochran, Deacon 
John Gibbons, Deacon 
Julio Jimenez, Deacon 
James Krueger, Deacon 
Matthew Tretina, Deacon 
Rev. Ray Corkery, Spanish Mass 
Rev, Nhan Van Tran, Spanish Mass 
Rev. David Dillon, Weekday Assistant 
 
Parish Center 630/833-7730 
          FAX              630/833-3127 
Parish Office Hours 
        M-Th        9-12am and 1-7:30pm 
        Friday       9am to 1pm 
Website: stalexanderparish.org 
E-mail: office@stalexanderparish.org 
Bulletin e-mail: stasbulletin@att.net 
 
Parish Center                  630-833-7730 
Deacon Christopher Cochran 
    Pastoral Associate / Ministry of Care  
Susan D’Alessandro,  Parish Secretary 
Annmarie Baughman, Parish Registrar 
Jonell Stetz, Music Director 
Marianne McKeague,  Webmaster 
 
Education Center            630/832-0506 
  Ann Krueger,  
     Faith Formation Director  
 
MASS SCHEDULE 
Sunday 8:30am    and   10:30am 
 Misa español  -  6:00 pm 
Monday through Friday   8:30am 
Saturday                             5:00pm 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Eternal Father Adoration Chapel 
     2nd floor , Fr. Kennedy Center 
3:00pm Sunday thru 12 midnight 
Friday 
 
SACRAMENTS: 
     RECONCILIATION 
Saturday                        4 to 4:45pm 
Confesónes, Domingo   5:30 to 6:00pm  
 
     BAPTISM 
2nd and 4th Sundays each month, 12noon 
Bautismos en español en el 1 y 3er  
   domingo 12:30pm 
   Attendance at a pre-Baptismal 
Preparation Class is required.  Pre-
registration is necessary prior to class. 
 
     MARRIAGE 
      Arrangements must be made 
AT LEAST SIX (6) months in advance 
and before making other arrangements. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS are always 
welcome!  Please call the office (see 
above) and ask for a form to be mailed, 
or go online to the parish website: 
.www.stalexanderparish.org,   Scroll to 
the bottom of the Welcome Page, and 
under ‘Forms’ click on Parish 
Registration Form in  either English or 
Spanish to download.  Return either by 
mail or drop in the Sunday offertory 
collection. 

   Women Gathering in Faith  
     Women Gather ing in Faith is  
directed towards women who want 
to get a deeper understanding of the  
mystery of God’s love for us. 
   Programs are presented on the 3rd  

Wednesday of each month, in the St. Alexander Room of the Parish Center, 
after the 8:30am Mass.  Suggested donation: $10 per gathering. 

     During the monthly gathering Mary Ellen 
Schneider, the facilitator, will focus on a different 
topic that will challenge participants to think deeply 
about their faith and enter a prayerful conversation 
with each other and the Lord. 
 
 
 
     
 
   Depending on the topic covered, the participants 
will be able to take home a special gift that can be used as a reminder of the 
lessons learned.  
 
Topics  
September 21: Becoming a Follower of Jesus January 18: Finding your Purpose                              
October 19:     Reflections on Bible Verses    February 15: Listening with Your                        
November 16: The Incorruptible Saints          March 15: Passion of Jesus 
December 21: Humility          April 19: Encountering Jesus           
                        May 17: Using Talents to Spread God’s Word 

“Faith is not knowing 
what the future holds, 
but knowing Who holds 
the future.” 

“Faith makes us open to the quiet presence of 
God at every moment of our lives, in every 

person and in every situation.:  ~ Pope Francis 

     The gatherings will be centered around topics that 
will expand into conversation and faith building 

RCIA (Rite of Chr istian Initiation of Adults) has begun 
for 2016-17. If you have an interest in becoming a Catholic, 
or just have some questions about the Catholic Faith or the 
Catholic Church, call Deacon Chris Cochran at 630-833-
7730, to see about joining this small group. 

St. Alexander’s parishioners extend their generosity, not 
only to our own ministries, but far beyond. During and after 
the August visit of Bishop Crispin Varquez of the 
Philippines, they gave $3,673.00 for the needs of his tornado-
ravaged diocese.  And more recently,  in a 9/3-4/2016 second 
collection, they donated $2,443 to the Louisiana flood 
victims. 

                           2016 Advent Schedule 
      Individual Confession: Thursdays 7-9pm, 12/1, 15, 22 
                                Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the BVM 
D                          Thursday, December 8th; Masses 8:30am, and 7:30pm 
       Mananitas Mass: December 8th, 6am, (Spanish) 
       Our Lady of Guadalupe: Monday, 12/12; 7pm (Spanish) 
                             Christmas Eve, 12/24  Masses: 4pm (Children’s Mass) 
                                                                                  6:30pm 
                                                                                  Midnight 
Christmas Day, 12/25 Masses: 8:30 and 10:30am 
                                                    6pm (Spanish) 
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 GOD’S FLOWER GARDEN 
     Each year, the CCW Board 
Members nominate and elect three 
women from the parish who excel 
in a particular ministry or Service 
Commission in the parish and 
honor them with a CCW Service 
Award for the year. 
 

This year’s theme for the CCW Service Awards is “God’s Flower Garden” 
     Every person in this room tonight, of course, is a fragrant and flourishing flower in God’s Flower Garden.  We honor 
this year, three distinctive Flowers in St. Alexander Parish. Coincidentally, all three of these recipients are dedicated to 
the ministry of tending to the parish grounds in some way and a very important part of the appearance and beautification 
of the parish commons. 
 
Camille Bouckaert: Camille was selected as a Service Award recipient because of her love 
for the parish and its people.  Not everyone is aware that Camille is dedicated behind the 
scenes to tending to the grounds and flowers on the property, keeping our worship place and 
surroundings beautiful, along with Jan and Judy and numerous others. When volunteers were 
called for, Camille saw a need and responded.  Camille has a great love of ‘yard work” and 
relishes working in the parish gardens.  While she was employed here as Parish Secretary she 
would envy those who were outdoors ‘digging in the dirt’ while beautifying the grounds.  
Because of her love of the parish and its people, Camille always plays an enormous role in 
support and leadership of all Parish Council activities. 
 Camille has been married to John for 52 years. They have been in the parish for 50 
years, and their 4 children who all live in the area received all of their sacraments here at St. 
A’s.  She boasts of six wonderful grandchildren.    Camille is retired after working for many 
years in Chicago and as St. A’s Parish Secretary until her FINAL retirement.  Camille, this parish is blessed with your 
warm and affectionate care of people and the parish. 

 
Malena Jean: When the bulletin requested help with the grounds and surroundings, 
our next recipient, Malena Jean, {surrendering to her kindness and willingness to help 
where needed}, immediately stepped up and joined the team attending to the front of 
church grounds. After suffering a slight stroke in 2012, this beautiful flower in God’s 
garden, began assisting with the watering of the stunning gardens of the Kennedy 
Center.  Malena is a Eucharist Minister to the homebound, where along with bringing 
Jesus, she spreads her ‘fragrance’ of love on her weekly visits. 
 Malena moved to Villa Park in 1988 and came to the parish in ‘97.  She 
retired from State Farm Insurance after 15 years as a secretary in 2003.  Malena, being 
driven by her desire to assist where needed, was a Hospice volunteer for 8 years and 
volunteered at Marianjoy for 7 years.  Thank you for “blooming in OUR gardens and 
our hearts, Malena”. 
 

Fran Sotir: Fran Sotir was designated a Service Award recipient for her tireless and 
ongoing upkeep of the “Eternal Father Adoration Chapel” and grounds of The Kennedy 
Center.  Fran does all the potting and planting and design of the gardens herself with a small 
crew of others who help with the watering; and Fran admits that all the flourishing and 
verdant growth in the gardens were donated from parishioners’ gardens and exhausted plants 
from the Easter Sunday altar.  Everything planted has thrived and come back each year.  Fran 
also established a small memorial garden area for the deceased and has solicited and received 
a donation of fertilization by a local vendor in the area. 
     It all began during her hour spent in the Chapel, when Fran began to ‘tidy up’ one day.  
Fran’s determination and leadership and a continuing series of events and obstacles to 
overcome, led to the recent and ongoing renovations of the “Eternal Father Adoration 
Chapel”.  She credits many donations of talent and treasure for its success.  We are especially 
grateful for Fran’s ongoing commitment to the parish. 
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          Rebounders is a 
social group of men & 
women who meet on the 
second Tuesday of each 
month at 1:30pm in the 
St. Alexander Room of 
the Parish Center.  Some 
of our coming events: 

October 11th:   Mayflower Value tours; 
November 8th:  Guest speaker 
December 13th: Christmas party, Grab bag 
January—   no meeting;    
February 8th: Pizza Party 
March 8th: Lenten Program;  
April 12th:    Horse Race Game 
    Refreshments are always served, and we always 
have a good time.  Come and see us; for more 
information call Roy / Bernie at 630-279-3484 

                                           Mittens for Mary,   
                             our needle-craft club, meets  
                                   every other Thursday  
                                morning at 10am in the 
                       Parish Center.  We make mittens, 

hats and scarves for the homeless at the 
Franciscan Outreach Center [the site of our 
Casserole Ministry].  Here are a few of them: 

 
                                                                                                Compassionate Friends’ 

                                                                                                     21st Annual Worldwide   
                                            Candle Lighting will be 
                                                  held Sunday, 12/11. 
                                               Everyone is asked to  
                                               light a candle at 7pm  
                                               wherever they are in  

                                      the  world, creating a  
                                    virtual  24-hour wave of  

L gh                                  as it moves from time zone 
                                        to time zone.  This is  

believed to be the largest  mass candle lighting on the 
globe with hundreds of thousands of candles being lit 
over a 24 hour period. 

     Our local chapter will be hosting a candle lighting 

ceremony at the American Legion Hall at Spring and 

Butterfield Roads in Elmhurst. Doors open at 6:00 

and the ceremony begins at 6:30 pm. All are invited 

to attend to honor a child who died at any age from 

any cause. Contact Mary Collins at 

jacmtc@prodigy.net or 630/941-0726 for more 

details. 

     Monthly meetings are held in the Parish center @ 

7:30 pm on the second Monday of the month (except 

for holidays and in December. More information is 

available at  www.westcentraltcf.org. 

Your 2016-17 Parish Council 
     Your 2016-17 Parish Council members are: John Brechin, President; Catherine Sewell, Secretary; and 
John Bouckaert, William Conroy, Fr. Mark, Tim Gillen, Jason Golba, Lynn Hippensteel, Rose Jacks, Mary 
O’Connor, Jeannine Parillo, Bruce Stachowiak, and Kevin Wallace.   

       Widow and Widowers 
(surviving spouses) meet monthly 
for sharing and support; they 
alternate between meeting at the 
Parish Center at 1pm, and going 
together to an area restaurant.  
Upcoming schedule: 
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Recently the CCW: 
 Facilitated the Prison 
Ministry mailing of 
Companions on the Journey 
to incarcerated men and 
women, their families 
supporters 

 Continued making Prayer Blankets for ill 
parishioners, family members and friends (over 
1,700 to date) 

 Representatives attended a Legislation Breakfast 
to hear how our state representatives are working 
on legislation affecting Catholics and all Illinois 
citizens. 

 Supported in prayer, through the Rosebud 
Program, couples expecting a baby 

 Bought a new stainless sink for the Parish 
Center’s Kitchen, as well as new white altar 
cloths for the Church’s Sanctuary 

 From its Bridge Marathon, donated $450 to St. 
Vincent DePaul  

 Honored three parish women for  their  many 
services (see page 3) 

 Hosted the annual brunch after the Mass of the 
Anointing 

 
and planned for upcoming events: 
TH   9/29 Deanery CCW Fall Gathering, Visitation, Elm 
Sa-Su 10-22/23  Diocesan Biennial Convention, Carmelite Ctr, Darien  

SA 10/29 Crafter’s Holiday, our  major  annual fund
-raiser 

TH 11/10 Reverence for Life program for the parish 
TH 12/10 Painting Party! 
SU   1/22 Communion Breakfast  
SU   2/16 Joint Meeting with the Knights of 

Columbus 
SU   TBA Vocation Appreciation Coffee-and... 
SU   3/9 Lenten Program (Chicken Soup?…) 
SA  4/22 Spring Luncheon [site TBA] 
       Details on these and other upcoming programs 
are available in our blue 2016-17 Calendar and 
brochure on the CCW shelf on the information kiosk 
in the church’s Gathering Space.  The brochure also 
contains information on who St. Alexander CCW is.  
Because of many requests, we have also put together 
a list of short-term Volunteer Service Opportunities 
on pink sheets.  There are also a few white donation 
envelopes there for those who missed or did not 
receive them in their September monthly envelope 
packet. 

   
 
New 
stainless 
steel sink 
bought by 
the 
Council 
of 
Catholic 
Women 
and  
installed 
by our facilities manager, René Minos, pictured 
here. 

1,000,000  Works of Mercy 
     If you’ve had a chance 
to see some of the articles 
in our recent weekend 
bulletins, you may have 
read something about these ‘’Works of Mercy’. 
     The National Council of Catholic Women has 
taken Pope Francis’ ‘Year of Mercy’ to heart; 
they decided they would like to present him with a 
Million Works of Mercy from the United States. 
They created tally forms delineating the various 
spiritual and corporal works of mercy (ours are 
near the kiosk in our Gathering Space), and have 
been collecting them from groups and individuals 
all over the country; to date, they have reported 
almost 600,000 with almost 3 months to go (St. 
Alexander’s alone has reported almost 1,700). 
     The idea was give us an awareness of the many  
spiritual and corporal works of mercy we may 
already have been doing without consciously 
realizing that that was what they were, and to 
encourage us to do more for our own spiritual 
growth, and to reach out to others in our parish, 
community, nation and world. 
     As Jane Carter states in her Catholic Woman1 

article: “ Take a moment and think through your 
day—you begin in prayer, for your family, 
friends...those who have gone before...and you ask 
God’s peace for them...You reach out to others all 
day long.  C-O-U-N-T those mercies!”  Take one 
of the tallies in our Gathering Space, fill it in, and 
deposit it in the box there.  They will be collected 
on 9/30, 10/31 and 11/22, added together and sent 
to the National office, from where they will be 
forwarded to Pope  Frances, Vatican, to show him 
how the people of the US have responded to his 
call in this “Year of Mercy”. 

1Catholic Woman, Vol 2, No 3, p. 24 
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  is a Ministry which has been in our 
parish for over 25 years. To quote a 
former facilitator, " The Giving Tree 
is truly a Ministry that has helped 
bring love, encouragement and most 
of all dignity to so many over the 
years."  It is also a "whole parish" 
Ministry-involving the young, not-

so-young, working, retired, singles and families.  Cards are 
written out the Friday before Thanksgiving (November 18th) 
and hung on the Christmas trees for taking, always the first 
Sunday of Advent: November 26/27). Gifts are returned and 
packed up the following Sunday, December 4th. Delivery is 
Saturday, December 17th. 
     Various parishioners volunteer their time, talent and 
treasure for this special Ministry.  As there are always cards/
gifts which do not come back, enough time is allocated for 
those special "secret shoppers" who give of their time and/or 
treasure (gift cards) to make sure no one is forgotten.   
     Please keep the Giving Tree in your prayers again this 
year! 

Thank You.  Joanne Bade, Facilitator 

      Thank you, St. Alexander, for 
your continued support of this 
vital ministry!  This past May, the 
Casserole Ministry celebrated 
its two- year anniversary!   As of 
August, St. Alexander has 
provided 1289 casseroles to 
Franciscan Outreach to feed the 
hungry in Chicago!  Along with 
those casseroles, this amazing 
parish has donated over 106 bags 
of additional items including 
cookies, toiletries, personal items, hats, gloves and scarves! 
      Through your generous donations for the back pack drive in 
August, St. Alexander donated 182 back packs.   Thank you for 
reaching out to help those who are in need! 
Something new with the Casserole Ministry is our monthly 
insulated casserole tote raffle.   To enter the raffle, simply pick 
up a casserole tin, make the recipe and return your frozen 
casserole to the church!  (Please note these totes are donated 
and are not purchased with your generous donations which 
cover the cost of the tins, lids and labels). 
     Your generosity has reached so many in need, and those who 
have been supported truly feel the love of Jesus!  Thank you St. 
Alexander Parish for being the hands and feet of Christ to our 
brothers and sisters.  Below is our schedule for October - 
February.  This past September, 9 parishioners went down to 
serve at Franciscan Outreach.  It was an amazing experience!  If 
you would like more information or would like to get involved, 
please contact Barbara Klatt 630/530-4691 or Betty St. Louis 
630/279-9357.  Be sure to take a casserole tin, make it, and 
return it – you just might win an insulated Casserole Tote!  God 
bless you! 

Eternal Father  
Adoration Chapel 

     Do you have a loved one whom you would like to 
honor or a family name you would like to 
commemorate? To aid in maintaining, refurbishing 
and beautifying the Chapel, donations are gratefully 
accepted and your dedication will be honored. 
Donations of $100 or more will be honored with an 
engraved dedication plate on a shared wall plaque. 
Donations of $500 or more will be honored with an 
engraved dedication plate on an Adoration Chapel 
pew. Donations may be placed in the offertory basket 
at weekend Masses marked “Adoration Chapel 
Renovation.”  Please include an email address or 
phone number so you can be reached for follow-up 
with your dedication. 
 Are you interested in making a weekly visit to the 
Adoration Chapel to spend one hour with Jesus? We 
have many current Adorers who would love to 
share their hour with you!  Please see the weekly 
bulletin for open hours or contact Bob or Barb Klatt if 
you would like to sign up for an hour or if you have 
any questions. Please prayerfully consider devoting 
one hour of your time to Jesus in the Chapel. You just 
may find the peace for which you are searching! 

MONTH TIN DISTRIBUTION DATE and MASS Return before Masses 

October October 8, 5pm/October 9, 8:30am October 22/23 

November November 6, 8:30 and 10:30am November 19/20 

December December 3, 5pm/December 4, 10:30am December 17/18 

January January 8, 8:30 and 10:30 am January 21/22 

February February 4, 5pm, February 5, 8:30am February 18/19 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pyztwxUmH4AbY2JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzdmluaW8xBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM0YmVhOWQ1NGMyOWY0Mzc0MjI0MmFjMWNkNDk3ZWExYQRncG9zAzUyBGl0A2Jpbmc-?back=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fyhs%2Fsearch%3F_adv_p


Parent Survival 
     Almost every book on 
effective parenting will have 
a chapter on spending time 
with your children. 
That’s a good place to start 
because we are learning that 
given the way we live each 
day, we can miss each other very easily. No long-
er does the whole family engage in the same ac-
tivities like it was done, for example, on farms in 
the past. Time is a great gift from God. As we get 
older, we learn to treasure it all the more. Aware-
ness that death is a part of life helps us to value 
each day. 
     So one way to live, according to God’s will, is 
to examine how we use our time. There’s never 
enough time for everything. So we must be wise in 
how we spend (an apt image) each passing mi-
nute. And most will agree that family time is often 
the most important use of our time. Recent studies 
show that many parents are becoming much more 
attentive to this. It’s worth some thought by all 
of us. 

Preplanned Funerals 

“I want them to  

read that at my funeral.” 

Planning your own funeral? 

When we help a family plan a funeral, we let 
them choose readings from those recommended, 
and also let them pick hymns from the repertoire 
of our Resurrection Choir. Perhaps you would 
like some input in the process. Our Bereavement 
Ministry offers the opportunity for individuals to 
pre-plan their own funeral. This is a wonderful 
way to insure that the funeral reflects your own 
faith, and it also relieves your loved ones of this 
difficult task during a difficult time. If you would 
like to plan your funeral, you may pick up a 
guide at our parish center. The next steps are to 
meet with Deacon Chris Cochran, and to inform 
your family that you are making a plan. Our 
Bereavement Ministry will keep your plan on 
file, but be assured we are in no hurry to actually 
use it! 

Men and Women’s CHRP weekends for 2017 

             (Friday, Saturday, Sunday) have been 
        sc       scheduled as follows: SA-SU 
                        Women’s: February 3-4 
                                  Men’s: February 25-26 
                                          Both Committees 
                                          are meeting regularly 
                                          to plan for them. See 
                                          upcoming bulletins or 
                                          contact the parish 
office for details.  Below is the meditation altar 
from the 2016 Women’s CHRP. 
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A GREAT BIG THANKS! 

Thank you Father Barrett Knights of 
Columbus for the donation to Faith 
Formation for purchasing Catholic 
Youth Bibles for the Confirmation 
and Mystagogia classes that are held on 
Wednesday evenings. God Bless you all for your 
generosity and kindness. 

Thank you for all the school supplies 
you generously gave to the Faith 
Formation Program.  God Bless you 
for your generosity. 
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St. Alexander Parish 
300 S Cornell 
Villa Park, IL 60181-2671 

Corporal Works of Mercy: 
Bereavement Ministry 
by Deacon Chris Cochran 

                                  

The Bereavement Ministry 
of Saint Alexander Parish is a vital outreach to 
people experiencing loss. Most families and 
individuals are left reeling after the death of a loved 
one. Our Bereavement Ministry has the goal of 
helping to start the process of healing for those who 
are experiencing grief. 
 
What is involved?  
 We have a team of ministers, led by Dolores 
Luca and Deacon Chris, ready to help survivors plan 
a funeral that can bring meaning and comfort at the 
time of loss. We meet with those who grieve and 
help them to choose hymns and scripture readings 
reflective of the life of their loved one. During our 
meetings, we encourage them to recall the character 
and stories of their lives with the deceased; and this 
can help greatly toward acceptance and the 

beginnings of healing. We give families and friends 
the opportunity to take active roles in the funeral; by 
reading scripture, leading the prayers of intercession, 
bringing up the offertory gifts, or giving brief words 
of remembrance. We also give information on and 
encourage participation in grief support programs in 
our area. We also give individuals the opportunity to 
pre-plan their own funerals, which can be helpful to 
their families (see page 7, column 1). 
 Our ministry includes the Resurrection Choir 
and accompanists who lend their prayerful song to the 
funeral. We staff the church with greeters who will 
help those in attendance. We also offer the use of our 
Gathering Space for visitation before the funeral mass, 
where friends and family can come together and share 
memories, tears, and even laughter. We also follow up 
with the families and invite them to our special All 
Soul’s Day Mass, in which loved ones light candles as 
the list of our departed is read. 
 
Are you called to be a Minister of Bereavement? 
 Most parishioners may not realize that we 
average well over one funeral per week. The funeral 
mass, in addition to helping bring 
comfort and prayer to a time of loss, is 
also a chance to welcome people who 
may be unfamiliar with the church or 
may have become separated from a 
faith community. Giving a meaningful 
experience can help draw people into 
a life of faith. If you would like 
information about this ministry, please 
contact Deacon Chris or Dolores Luca. 

Funerals give us the 
opportunity to grieve and 
show others support during 
difficult times.  Through our 
prayers and actions during 
these times we show our 
respect for life, which is 
always a gift from God, and 
comfort to those who mourn. 
(United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops) 
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