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St. Alexander Parish 
Rev. Mark Cote, Pastor 
Christopher Cochran, Deacon 
John Gibbons, Deacon 
Julio Jimenez, Deacon 
James Krueger, Deacon 
Matthew Tretina, Deacon 
Rev. Ray Corkery, Spanish Mass 
Rev. David Dillon, Weekday Assistant 
 
Parish Center 630/833-7730 
          FAX              630/833-3127 
Parish Office Hours 
        M-Th         9-12am and 1-8pm 
        Friday       9am to 1pm 
        Saturday  9-12 noon 
Website: stalexanderparish.org 
E-mail: stavpark@hotmail.com 
Bulletin e-mail: stasbulletin@att.net 
 
Parish Center                  630-833-7730 
Deacon Christopher Cochran 
    Pastoral Associate / Ministry of Care  
Susan D’Alessandro,  Parish Secretary 
Annmarie Baughman, Parish Registrar 
Jonell Stetz, Music Director 
Marianne McKeague,  Webmaster 
 
Faith Formation            630/832-0506 
  Ann Krueger,     Director  
  Lilia K. Griffin, Secretary 
 
MASS SCHEDULE 
Sunday 8:30am    and   10:30am 
 Misa español  -  6:00 pm 
Monday through Friday   8:30am 
Saturday                            5:00pm 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Eternal Father Adoration Chapel 
     2nd floor , Fr. Kennedy Center 
3:00pm Sunday thru 12 midnight 
Friday 
 
SACRAMENTS: 
RECONCILIATION 
Saturday                        4 to 4:45pm 
Confesiónes, Domingo5:30 to 6:00pm  
 
BAPTISM 
2nd and 4th Sundays of the month, 
Bautismos en español en el 1 y 3er  
   domingo 12:30pm 
          Attendance at a pre-Baptismal 
Preparation Class is required.  Pre-
registration is necessary prior to class. 
 
MARRIAGE 
      Arrangements must be made 
AT LEAST SIX (6) months in advance 
and before making other arrangements. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS are always 
welcome!  Please call the office (see 
above) and ask for a form to be mailed, 
or go online to the parish website: 
.www.stalexanderparish.org,   Scroll to 
the bottom of the Welcome Page, and 
under ‘Forms’ click on ‘Parish 
Registration Form’ to download.  
Return either by mail or drop in the 
Sunday offertory collection. 

Women Gathering in Faith  
Women Gather ing in Faith is 
directed towards women who 
want to get a deeper under-
standing of the mystery of God’s 
love for us.   Programs are 

presented on the 3rd Wednesday of each month, in 
the St. Alexander Room of the Parish Center, after 
the 8:30am Mass.  (A donation of $10 per gathering is 
suggested.) 

     During the monthly gathering Mary Ellen 
Schneider, the facilitator, will focus on a different 
topic that will challenge participants to think deeply 
about their faith and enter a prayerful conversation with each other and the 
Lord. The gatherings will be centered around topics that will expand into 
conversation and faith building.  
     Depending on the topic covered, the participants will be able to take 
home a special gift that can be used as a reminder of the lessons learned.  
 
Topics  
September 16: Parables             February 17: The Good Shepherd 
October 21: Mysteries of the Rosary    March 16: The Last Seven Words 
November 18: God’s Promises    of  Jesus    
December 16: Who is God?            April 20: Creation   
January 20: Moses            May 18: Meaning of Numbers in the Bible

“Faith is not knowing 
what the future holds, 
but knowing Who holds 
the future.” 

From Mary’s Heart to Yours 
St. Alexander hosts a special Advent 

program this year: 
     Join us  as we explore the life of 
this young Jewish girl, whose fiat 
forever changed the course of 
salvation history.  Mary’s life as a 
wife and mother has much to teach us 
as contemporary Christians.  Time will 
be given for private reflection and 
group sharing. 
    The program will be presented by 
Dr. Mary Amore of Mayslake 
Ministrieswww.mayslakeministries.org  on: 
Tuesday, December 1, 2015, 7-9pm 

St. Alexander Church 
300 S. Cornell Avenue 
Villa Park, IL  60181 

Cost: $20 
 
REGISTER  
.....by phone: 630-852-9000 
...or by mail: Mayslake Ministr ies 
                      718  E Ogden, Suite 200 
                      Downers Grove, IL 60515 
Include your full name, complete mailing 
address, phone number, & email address, 
the name and date of the above program 
and your check to: Mayslake Ministries. 

Complete flyers will be available in 
the Gathering Space in November.  

http://mayslakeministries.org/
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      The daughter of a King, a princess, is a woman of high standing in her vocation or class.  Among many other qualities, 
she is a noble woman who is selfless, faithful, kind, and admirable.  As women, we wear many hats; we are daughters, 
sisters, wives, mothers, friends, neighbors, volunteers and cheerleaders.  It is easy to get caught up in our daily lives, 
especially when time passes, and our roles change.  God knows our hearts and gently reminds of us an important  truth; our 
identity is not found in any of the above, but in being a Daughter of The King.  That relationship will never change. 
     Every woman in our parish, is of course, a daughter of The King and all possess princess-like qualities.  This year the 
Council of Catholic Women honored three distinctive princesses of St. Alexander Parish. Every one of these princesses 
demonstrates, by her example, that she truly is a daughter of THE KING.  

 
Sue Connelly Her Royal Highness Sue, has been a member of the Kingdom at St. Alexander 
for 40 plus years. While her 15 children were in school, most at St. A’s, (at one time or another, 
one in each grade) Sue began volunteering at the school, simply by asking the teachers if they 
needed any help.  She soon found herself coaching the cheerleaders. 
    As a humble princess, during her reign of approximately 30 years, she spent her valuable time 
focusing on the needs of the students and the school; approximately 5 years with the kindergarten 
assisting Mrs. Myers, AND with 4th grade, around 2 years, including correcting papers. 
 During her reign, Princess Sue helped students to learn to read by associating the pictures 
to the words and relating the two to help them understand.  She had the children tell about the 

pictures then compared them to the written words.  Sue tutored struggling students, one on one, helped 2nd graders with 
printing and First Communion preparation. 
 This selfless princess has 28 grandchildren plus one on the way and still babysits her two – 2 year old 
grandchildren.  Thank you Sue for possessing the qualities and characteristics of a true princess and using them for 
the benefit of the children of His domain, St. Alexander Parish.  
 
Linette Guare Princess Linette’s royal birth took place here in the Kingdom of Villa Park.  
Therefore she has been a part of the dominion of St. A’s for her entire life.  Married for 31 years, 
she is the proud mother of three children, one of whom is currently serving our country in the 
United States Army.  Her highness has been a 2nd grade teacher in the North Elementary School in 
the ‘commonwealth’ of Villa Park.  Among her many selfless royal accomplishments and 
ministries are, St. Joseph Table, REP instructor, Eucharist Minister, CRHP, Bible Study, etc. 
 Last but not least, her royal highness’ gift of leadership came to the rescue of the Prayer 
Blanket Ministry (not on a white horse, but in a very dignified manner) in March of 2014 when 
Bea and Terry were stepping down and the program was in need of a facilitator/administrator.  
(1,650 blankets have been made since the program’s inception)  Princess Linette declares that she was simply moved by 
the Holy Spirit to answer the majestic call.  Linette declares that she is so blessed to have the opportunity to be part of this 
ministry with such spiritually inspiring individuals and could not accomplish the duties without the cooperation of all.  We 
are so proud that we have this opportunity to thank our upright and dependable Princess Linette. 
 

Barb Klatt Princess Barb has been a venerable part of the St. Alexander dynasty since her 
marriage to Bob, 35 years ago.  While raising her three sons, she acted very selflessly to initiate her 
commitment to numerous ministries in the parish. 
 Among the most recent of her royal commitments, is the Casserole Ministry.  Under the 
leadership of Barb, her ‘court’ of volunteers from the parish, collect and deliver 50 casseroles each 
month (which are prepared and donated by St A’s parishioners) to the Franciscan Outreach.  To 
date this parish has prepared nearly 700 casseroles to feed approximately 8,300 homeless in the city 
of Chicago.  Through this same ministry, 50 bags of cookies, candy and toiletries, a collection of 40 
golf shirts and a onetime cash donation of $250 have been donated.  In addition, when in need of 
new blankets for the beds in the shelter, again the generosity of the Kingdom of St. A’s contributed 

about 145 blankets. 
 This noble woman is also a facilitator for the operation of the Adoration Chapel in the Kennedy Center.  As an 
adorer for 17 years, the entire time the chapel has been open, this selfless member of ‘royalty’ has assisted with filling the 
hours and is seen in the Gathering Space on many Sundays promoting Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and 
encouraging parishioners to fill the vacant hours for adoration in the chapel. 
 In addition, this faithful princess served on Parish Council, God Parent Program, Engaged Couple Program,  First 
Friday Holy Hour, and ministries too numerous to mention; which Barb contends she could not accomplish without the 
gracious generosity of Time, Talent and Treasure of the parishioners of the St. A’s domain.  Along with The King, we are 
grateful for your selfless dedication, Barb. 

Daughters of the King 
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 Compassionate Friends provides highly personal comfort, hope, and support to every family 
experiencing the death of a son or a daughter, a brother or a sister, or a grandchild, and helps others better 
assist the grieving family 

     The Compassionate Friend’s 20th Annual Worldwide Candle Lighting will be held on Sunday, December 13th. 
Everyone is asked to light a candle at 7pm wherever they are at, creating a virtual 24-hour wave of light as it moves 
from time zone to time zone. This is believed to be the largest mass candle lighting on the globe with hundreds of 
thousands of candles being lit over a 24 hours period. Our chapter will be hosting a candle lighting ceremony at the 
American Legion Hall at Spring and Butterfield Roads in Elmhurst. Doors open at 6:00 and the ceremony begins at 
6:30 pm. 

 Monthly meetings are held in the Parish center @ 7:30 pm on the second Monday of the month (1st Monday in 

December due to Candle lighting). More information can be found at www.westcentraltcf.org or 

www.compassionatefriends.org or contact Mary Collins at jacmtc@prodigy.net or 630/941-0726. 

Hi, Seniors, How would you like to have 
some fun?  If you would, then the 
Rebounders at St. Alexander’s is just for 
you… 
     We meet every 2nd Tuesday of the 
month at 1:30pm in the St. Alexander 

Room of the Parish Center.  This year, we had a Pizza Party, Horse 
Race games, a Lenten program, speakers, the Villa Park Readers 
theatre, Silent Auction, Ice Cream Social, an Outing on the 
Riverboat in St. Charles, Bingo, and our Christmas Grab Bag 
Party.  We always have a lot of fun, and of course coffee & treats. 
     Come, give us a try: 2nd Tuesday of the month; you will not be disappointed.  For more information call Roy 
at 630-279-3484 

   Casserole Ministry 
     This particular outreach ministry at St. Alexander Parish has been 
VERY successful (over 1,650 casseroles to date), but have you ever 
wondered what happens to the casseroles? 
     They are delivered to this old, but architecturally interesting 
building on Chicago’s northwest side.  The history of this ‘soup 
kitchen’ is quite interesting.  In 1963 Fr. Phillip Marquard, a 
Franciscan friar, started an outreach program to host a few ex-
offenders, who although paroled, were unable to leave prison because 
they had no place to go.  A few years later this now-named Franciscan 
Outreach opened a soup kitchen which operated in various locations 

until October,  1990, 
when they acquired this 
building at 1645 W 
LeMoyne.  They 
currently serve nutritious 
meals to 100 men and 
women every night of the 
year.  Though called a 
‘soup kitchen’, the meals 
usually consist of a main 
course (our casseroles?), sometimes side dishes, milk, coffee, 
bread, dessert and beverages.  They also offer shower facilities, 
the only free drop-off laundry facility in the city, a mailing 
address, and use of telephones, all of which contribute to guests’ 
sense of personal dignity, and help them make connections for a 
better future. 

Distribution Schedule:  
Casseroles to be returned 2 weeks later 

at all Masses 

SA Oct 10 5pm Mass & SU til done 

SU Nov 8 8:30am  Mass & SU til done 

SU Dec 6 10:30an Mass  & SU til done 

SA  Jan 9 5pm Mass & SU til done 

SU Feb 7 8:30 Mass & SU til done 

 Lent begins Feb 10—what a great  
start to Lent! 

SU Mar 6 10:30 Mass & SU til done 

 These casseroles will be  used 
during  Holy Week and Easter  
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History of Giving Tree: 
1971 CCW began the 
Holiday Food Baskets -28 
families from York were 
served (food only, no toys) 

1972 “Christmas food 
baskets for Families of 
Limited Income” was 

begun. CCW continued to coordinate this until 
1998 when it was taken over by the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society 

1979 and 80  Collection of new toys to go with the 
Christmas food baskets (school also helped ) 

1981 first mention of “Giving Tree”, coordinated by 
Claire Fiedler and help from others 

1985- Phyllis Olivia, coordinated GT in her home 
with help from Mary Guth, Gina Kruzich, and 
others 

1988- Gina Kruzich took over  as coordinator  with 
help from others in the parish  

2008- Joanne Bade took over  as coordinator  with 
help from others in the parish 

   The number of families served has tripled and 
beyond. (Focused on children, single parents, seniors 
with limited incomes)  Names come primarily from 
York Township and School District 45. (Must 
reside in Villa Park.) 
     Giving Tree is a  ministry which involves all 
segments of the parish: men and women, children with 
parents, parishioners of all ages. Everyone comes 
together at a very busy time! 
Preparation by the coordinator begins early in October 
when families are identified and contacted to insure 
correct names, addresses, contact information, ages of 
children, sizes and special “wishes”. 
     Some parts of the ministry involve and include 
volunteers saving Christmas cards, assembling cards, 
writing out cards, putting cards on trees, taking cards 
from trees, packing gifts, (This is always a fun time 
which we call “organized chaos” as we make sure all 
gifts go to the correct families, so there are “No Tears 
at Christmas”) and finally delivering of the gifts to 
families who are so very grateful. Many parishioners 
especially like to help deliver with their children - 
what a way to show faith in action! 
     Our parish has been and continues to be very 
generous with time, talent and treasure each Advent 
season, signaling the beginning of another Giving Tree 
year.  

 
     This year the tags will go 
on the trees in our sanctuary 
the first weekend of Advent: 
November 28-29; wrapped 

gifts—with tag attached—are due back the following 
weekend, December  5-6.  
 
                       Thank You.  Joanne Bade 

 
Recently the CCW: 
 Facilitated the Prison 
Ministry mailing of 
Companions on the Journey 
to incarcerated men,  
women and their families 
and supporters 

 Continued making Prayer Blankets for ill 
parishioners, family members and friends (over 
1,650 to date) 

 Representatives attended a Diocesan Leadership 
Day to learn how to more effectively serve the 
woman of our parish, the parish itself and beyond 

 Supported in prayer, through the Rosebud 
Program, couples expecting a baby 

 Began a new International program: raising funds 
for Friends of Shalom to build and maintain a 
community medical center in Uganda 

 Bought a microphone system for the St. 
Alexander Room of the Parish Center 

 From its Bridge Marathon, donated $450 to St. 
Vincent DePaul  

 Honored three parish women for their many 
services (see page 3) 

 Hosted the annual brunch after the Mass of the 
Anointing 

 
and planned for upcoming events: 
TH 10/8 Deanery CCW Fall Gathering, St. Joseph, DG 

WE 10/14 Diocesan Evening of Spirituality, featuring 
calligraphist, Timothy Bott 

SA 10/17 Crafter’s Holiday, our  major  annual fund
-raiser 

TH 11/12 Reverence for Life program for the parish 
SA 11/14 Parish, Deanery & Diocesan CCW meeting 
TH 12/10 International Program & Tasting 
SU   1/10 Communion Breakfast 
SU   2/13 Vocation Appreciation Brunch 
SU   2/18 Joint Meeting with the Knights of 

Columbus 
SU   3/10 Lenten Program 
 
Details on these and other upcoming programs are 
available in our white 2015-16 Calendar on the CCW shelf 
of the information kiosk in the church’s Gathering Space.  
Because of many requests, we have put together a list of 
short-term Volunteer Service Opportunities on pink sheets.  
Also available there are blue brochures on who and what 
the St. Alexander CCW is. 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pyztwxUmH4AbY2JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzdmluaW8xBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM0YmVhOWQ1NGMyOWY0Mzc0MjI0MmFjMWNkNDk3ZWExYQRncG9zAzUyBGl0A2Jpbmc-?back=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fyhs%2Fsearch%3F_adv_p
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pyztwxUmH4AbY2JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzdmluaW8xBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM0YmVhOWQ1NGMyOWY0Mzc0MjI0MmFjMWNkNDk3ZWExYQRncG9zAzUyBGl0A2Jpbmc-?back=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fyhs%2Fsearch%3F_adv_p
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     The boys of Troop 199 had a great summer and are ready 
to jump right into the 2015/16 scouting year. The boys and 
adult leaders started 
out the summer 
break by spending a 
weekend on the 
shores of Lake 
Michigan at Kohler 
Andrea State Park. 
The beach and Lake 
Michigan shoreline 
was beautiful.  

      In July the troop spent a week at Camp 
Shin-go-Beek located near Waupaca, WI. There the boys earned over 70 merit badges 
while enjoying the beautiful scenery. They were able to shoot shotguns, rifles, archery; 
they swam and boated, competed in obstacle course challenges and let’s not even 
mention the adventures with the weather!                          
     In August we spent a weekend in Springfield, IL, touring through New Salem and 
relaxing at the Springfield Sailing Center.  
     Also in August the boys were offered 

a fantastic opportunity to earn their Aviation Merit Badge 
working with St. Alexander parishioner George Smith. The 
boys were able to learn about how an airplane works, they 
learned about the different instruments of a plane, the different 
types of aircraft and they also spent ½ a day at the DuPage 
Airport where they were able to tour the facilities, meet the fire 
department staff there, see the control tower, meet flight 
controllers and the most exciting part they all got to take a 
flight in a small plane and see the wonderful scenery of West 
Chicago/St. Charles from the sky!   

     Members of Troop 199 were honored to serve as the Color 
Guard during the pre-game festivities on Sept 11, 2015 prior to 
the home opener of the Willowbrook football season versus 
Addison Trail where the tragic events of 9-11-2001 were 
remembered.  
     Watch for the boys in the upcoming weeks 
after Masses as we begin our fall fundraisers 
selling wreaths and popcorn. The proceeds 
from these fundraisers enable the boys to go 
on their outings throughout the year.  
 

 
                               For Troop 199’s  
         All-U-Can-Eat 
    Spaghetti Dinner 
     Sunday, Feb 21, 2016 
 
 
Boy Scout Troop 199 meets every Monday evening in the gym at St. 
Alexander parish and is open to boys ages 11-17. If you would like 
more information about the troop or scouting in general you can 
contact Jim Danielson at danielson8@comcast.net or at 630-782-0509 
 

mailto:danielson8@comcast.net
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Your 2015-16 Parish Council 

     Your Parish Council had a productive year in 2014-15: We assisted with getting the parking lot sealed and 
patched.  We were involved with the 90th Anniversary raffle in the beginning of the year, clearing over 
$6,700 after expenses.  We are excited about our new members, Cathy Sewell and Mary Reedy O'Connor., 
who join Fr. Mark, our Pastor; Jason Golba, President; Camille Bouckaert, Secretary and John Brechin, Bill 
Conroy, Tim Gillen and Lynn Hippensteel on this year’s Council. 
     We are also going to be working with Mike Bava, the curia for St. A's, as we approach our Pastoral Areas 
of Focus which are divided into 3 pillars: Discipleship, Evangelization, and Charity.  We look forward to a 
busy year bringing quality to our faith at St. Alexander's parish.   

     Pope Francis is capturing the hearts and minds of Christians 
everywhere, but St. Alexander parishioners will have an 
exceptional opportunity to explore a spiritual journey through 
the writings of this inspiring man of God.  Mark your calendars 
now for the upcoming Lenten Mission of St. Alexander & St. 
John the Apostle parishes: 

St. Alexander and St. John Parishes will host their 
2016 mission  

“The Francis Effect” 
at St. John the Apostle at 7pm on  

February 21, 22 and 23   
     Join us for an exciting and inspirational three-evening 
mission as we explore the writings of Pope Francis through 
Session 1: Cultivating our Friendship with Jesus 
Session 2: Our Response of Love, and  
Session 3: Ways we can become Spirit -filled Evangelizers in  
                 this modern world.  
Don’t miss it! 
     The sessions will be presented by Dr. Mary Amore of 
Mayslake Ministries.   www.mayslakeministries.org 

     The newest feature on our parish website: www.stalexanderparish.org is our Calendar.  Here are some 

tips to get the most out of it. 
     Initially only five events are shown; for our active parish, that may be only one-half of those scheduled 
for that day.  Simply scroll a little further down, and click on [View All] That opens to the whole month of 
events, perhaps a little daunting, when you only wanted to know the time of your particular meeting.  The 
calendar is very versatile, though.  The first thing we suggest is that you click on [Agenda] at the upper right.  
Now you can see all the events listed by day. You can use the inside or outside vertical scroll bars at the right 
to go down as far as you want—all the way to next June or beyond.  In addition, you can click on an 
individual event to get more details or even copy it to your own calendar.  You can also print the calendar 
after indicating the print range (how many days you want to include) and other specifics.  Enjoy! 
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This issue’s Guest columnist : 
Deacon Chris Lankford 

     During my junior year of high 
school, I was approached at my 
parish about taking a weekly slot in 
our parish adoration chapel.  A full 
hour seemed pretty long, so I agreed 
to do just a half hour. When I first 
started doing these “Holy Half Hours”, they seemed to 
take forever!  I remember I would do a Divine Mercy 
Chaplet, maybe some intentions, and then the next 15 
minutes or so would take a while as I repeatedly checked 
the clock.  Finally, the lady who had the next slot would 
come in, and I was a free man! 
     Today, doing a full Holy Hour still isn’t something 
super easy for me, and I can still get distracted.   
So what is the best way to deal with distractions that 
come up in prayer?  The best thing is to keep showing up 
to prayer, even knowing we are probably going to get 
distracted!  Prayer can be analogous to lifting weights 
and going to the gym.  You have to keep working your 
spiritual muscles for them to grow and become strong.   
     Another way to work with distractions in prayer is to 
have some prayer techniques.  There is a simple one I 
learned along the way, that I would like to share.  It’s 
called the ACTS method.  ACTS stands for Adoration, 
Contrition, Thanksgiving, and Supplication.  It is a good 
method to use, especially to help refocus your prayer. 

Adoration:  This prayer is done by giving Glory to God.  
Reciting the Gloria from Mass, adoring the Lord in 
spontaneous prayer, contemplating on the Divine, are 
just a few of many great ways to adore the Lord. 
Contrition:  We are human, and sometimes we need to 
stop and ask God for forgiveness for our failings.  This is 
a great chance to ask God for mercy for those times we 
have failed, and to once again receive from His infinite 
Divine Mercy.   
Thanksgiving:  Giving thanks is central to the Christian 
life.  We realize all is a gift from God.  Taking the time 
to thank God for all the blessings and graces we have 
received is another great prayer. 
Supplication:  This is when we pray to God for others.  
Lifting up others to the Lord is a great way to pray.  We 
know plenty of people in our life who are sick, burdened 
or in need.  What a beautiful gesture to ask God’s grace 
and blessing upon them.   
     There is no right way to do the ACTS method, just as 
there is no right way to pray.  The only wrong way to 
pray is to not pray at all!  Don’t be afraid to take some 
quiet time on your own, or maybe if the Lord is calling 
you, to take some time or a weekly slot in our Eternal 
Father Adoration Chapel.  Don’t miss out on the 
relationship our God desires to have with you!     
“I look at Him, and He looks at me” -Man talking about 
his prayer to St. John Vianney 




