
 
 

COVER LETTER  
 
 

Our parish is St. Alexander in Villa Park, IL, Diocese of Joliet. We chose to do a survey to obtain 
information requested by the Pope’s Synod, which is being submitted to the diocese, using the 
themes of Companions On A Journey, Listening, Speaking Out, Celebration (Mass) and 
Discerning/Deciding. It consisted of basically 50 yes/no or agree/disagree questions, followed 
by 5 open-ended questions. The Survey was offered to all parishioners and extended family or 
friends 14 years or older. We received 191 responses. The attached files include the graphs of 
how each question was answered, followed by summaries of the open-ended questions, and a 
summary page. 
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SURVEY QUESTION/SUMMARIZED POINTS 
 

If you had a meeting with Bishop Hicks and /or Pope Francis, what would you like to tell them about the 
Catholic Church? 

 
Things That Are Lacking/Missing 
Be accepting of all people regardless of life choices and situations. Reach out to them. 
Provide Programs Services and High Quality Schools for ALL children and youth, - not just minorities – to 
make their faith come alive and enjoyable rather than dull and boring. 
Providing help for our people HERE in the US rather than overseas. 
Help people who need financial assistance BUT may NOT be destitute in order to receive it. 
Allow married priests and deacons, both men and women. 
Listening to the peoples’ ideas and act on them; improve communication. 
Listen /Discern to the Holy Spirit who does not discriminate or show favoritism. 
Reality of how the world is changing and functioning today and evolve with it. 
 
Church Rules 
Start following Church rules. 
Educate people about the rules – why things are decided. 
Speak out against abortion and other moral issues, not letting politicians rule those decisions.  
and receive sacraments regardless of their political views and votes. 
Defend Church rules unapologetically. 
Things are NOT always black and white – consider the circumstances. 
More talk about sin and its consequences. 
 
Bishops’ Roles 
Continue to reform US Catholic Church and remove bishops from their positions if they are not 
performing their jobs. 
Council of US Catholic bishops is hypocritical, politically influenced. 
Stop political views from affecting your listening to the people. 
Hierarchy has to do something about the entitlement exhibited by the bishops. 
Money runs everything. 
Sexual abuse was not handled well and still seems to be open ended with a LOT of money being spent 
for the cover up. 
Provide a support system for all parishes for Catholic Education so that more people would send their 
children to Catholic School; and improve the Faith Formation/Religious Ed classes. 
Be more transparent; less judgmental; more communicative. 
Bishops need to inspire rather than divide their flock. 
 
Pope Francis 
You are doing a wonderful job. Thank you for your leadership during these difficult times. 
Stay out of politics and keep Church and state separate; focus on the souls of her Church and the core of 
our faith, not ideologies and politics.  
Becoming too liberal. 
Need more active Catechesis. Many Catholics have no idea why the church functions as it does. 
Clean house – evil amongst the ranks. 
As head of the Church, should gently guide her members to repentance. 
We need to be a joyful Church, more time spent on the Celebration of God’s love. 
Need more active Catechists who are well trained. 
Remain steadfast. Thank you for speaking out as Jesus Christ spread the word of our faith and its 
teachings. Continue his message to the world. 
Increase evangelization among Catholics, who never were fully educated about the bible, the meanings 
behind the Mass and rules of the Church. We were just told to follow without any explanation. 



 
SURVEY QUESTIONS/SUMMARIZED POINTS 

 
How does the Catholic Church need to change and be challenged  

to meet the needs of the 21st Century? 
 

Welcoming 
Make all people feel welcomed, especially LGBTQ community. 
Less restrictive, more tolerant, do not judge, more inclusive; accepting of Cultural differences. 
Make it easier to receive the sacraments; minimal requirements. 
Understanding the challenges of changing times. 
Stop driving people away. Be open minded. 
Be realistic regarding today’s values in contraceptives pre-marital relationships. 
Remarried people whether have annulments or not to receive sacraments. 
Mass should be a happy joyful celebration with upbeat music. 
 
Children - Youth, Teenagers and Young Adults 
Programs to entice them and keep them excited and involved in their faith. 
Hire professionals to run these, not solely based on volunteers. 
Make them feel welcomed and listened to; help them deal with their realities in life. 
Bring back strong family ethics; have family church gatherings like BBQs and picnics to unite all. 
Better education/instruction about the faith by paid people for preschool until old age. 
Opportunities for singles and young adults to intermix with those at other parishes. 
Allow more contemporary music as well as the traditional songs in church. 
 
Role of Men and Women 
Most priest inherit an existing parish, so not so invested in building a united community. 
Allow priests and deacons to be married; women to become deacons and priests as well. 
Let women have more leadership roles in the church. 
Listen to the ideas and opinions of women groups who give their time and talents. 
 
Education  
Need to keep Catholics more versed in scriptures and teachings of the Catholic Church. 
Meaningful instruction of the Church’s teachings, the meaning of faith and our beliefs. 
Explanations of why the rules are the way they are. 
Restart Bible Studies – both old and new testament. 
Offer ongoing faith formation for adults. Necessary to keep our faith and church strong. 
Explanation of what occurs during the Mass and the reasons why – the history behind it. 
 
Church Related 
More evangelization by all members of the church community. 
Align with issues of faith, not politics; continue with our traditions. 
Be truthful and transparent in regards to church and clergy related issues such as the sex scandals. 
More outreach in the community around us, including non-Catholics and non-believers. 
Use more social media to spread the word of Jesus 
Change the rule regarding reconciliation – have communal reconciliation instead 
Relate the gospels to everyday life. 
Have an engaging homily writer whose work would be delivered by all the priests.  
More emphasis on prayer in our everyday life; teach how one is to pray. 
Church doctrine limits the Church’s ability to listen.            



SURVEY QUESTION/SUMMARIZED POINTS 
 

If you consider yourself a formal Catholic, what happened?  
 

Action of a Priest 
Priest spoke inappropriately to me as a young girl. 
When giving confession a priest tried to molest me. 
Knowingly put a sexual predator priest in my parish which also had a school. 
The priests in my Catholic high school routinely molested young men in the photography lab. 
Priests (and nuns) continually hit and beat students in the classroom.    
     There were no repercussions done to them. There was no one to tell or talk to. 
After this person’s father fell ill and could not work, the priest started to make the children do   
     demeaning tasks including cleaning all the bathrooms for grades 1 thru 8.   
     The other students started shunning them for being poor.   
 
Sex Scandal 
Catholic Church’s inability and resistance to intervene and prevent the rampant sexual abuse of 
children that occurred for years. 
Catholic church’s lack of remorse and total disregard and destruction this abuse brought to the 
lives of those men and women. 
Church’s lack of understanding nor taking responsibility for the harm this sexual scandal caused. 
The Church’s actions in the cover up of the sex scandal for so many years; in addition to 
creating greater more wide spread problems by sending these priests to other parishes without 
any awareness of the issues and the risks. 
Church’s lack of self-examination regarding the shame and untold amount of devastation as a 
result of this sex scandal. 
 
Various Beliefs 
Raised with Catholic guilt and threats of going to hell for misdeeds. 
Believed that the only career choices a woman should have is to become a nun, married to be a 
wife and have children or live a celibate single life. Through its scriptures and teachings it was 
apparent there was no place for me. 
Felt rejected by the church because I was divorced and living with someone. 
 
Miscellaneous 
Religion is what you use to practice your faith and not vice versa. 
Protestant churches are more welcoming; have bible studies; activities for seniors; overnight 
retreats; follow up with new members. 
Any organization promoting their ideals and principles are superior to all others is ignorant at 
the core. 
Did not agree with the views on the LGBTQ movement and discrimination against women. 
Received no compassion or support at the time of a parent’s death. 
Church’s position on suicide does not recognize the role mental illness plays in this act. 
I was a very active and involved Catholic who raised our daughter Catholic; she was not allowed 
to get married in the Catholic Church due to an unexplained technicality. We left. 
My daughter wanted to have her child baptized but was told the godparents needed to be 
practicing Catholics with a priest signing off on that. The baby was baptized in a Lutheran 
Church. 



Believe the Church does not practice and teach to love your neighbor and help those 
underprivileged. Not a strong sense of community support. 
 
Whenever tried to express my views or ideas, always shut down. 
Women should be able to determine the use of their own bodies, not the Church. 
The Church believes it has the right to dictate the sexual lives of their followers. The questions 
on this survey tells me no progress has been made in the Catholic Church: * 
 they should be long past women having more prominent roles 
 allowing married priests  
 divorced and remarried people receiving communion without an annulment 
 LGBTQ to be considered sinners 
 right of a terminally ill person to end their life 
 death penalty when appropriate 
 
 
 
  
 
 
      
 
 
 

 
 



SUMMARY/ CONCLUSIONS 
 

St. Alexander Parish is a mature community parish that has experienced a series of events that 
collectively have impacted the demographics of the parish. The decision by the diocese to close 
the school caused an exodus of young families that we have not recovered from.  This was 
closely followed by the transfer of a popular pastor and the decision to not replace him with a 
full-time pastor but a shared pastor with the other Catholic Church in Villa Park. 
 
The active congregation of St. Alexander is a close-knit community who are companions on a 
journey, walking together to love and serve God, increase their faith, and help others as we 
walk the road to our eternal reward of heaven. We value the interest of our Bishops as they 
listen to our concerns. These responses have expressed not only our concerns but a tool used 
to speak out about the issues within the Church. 
 
Of those who completed the surveys, approximately 65% of the respondents are ages 60 and 
over, 20% between 46 and 60, with 15% between 14 and 45 years of age. As expected with 
these demographics, current active parish programs are contributed by and attended by the 
elderly members of the congregation. Faith formation programs for youth have low numbers 
and are not very well attended; programs for young singles and couples, minorities, divorced 
Catholics, and the LGBTQ communities are seriously lacking. Mass is an important part of life 
for the majority of the survey participants who have answered, with over 71% attending weekly 
Mass and 17% daily. 
 
Based on the responses the members of our congregation generally have a much broader and 
more modern perspective when dealing with issues that not only confront our parish but the 
Church as a whole. Although there is respect for Catholic teachings and traditions, the majority 
believe the Church needs to be more open to modern thinking in many of the decisive issues 
within the Church today. For instance, respondents largely supported the Church’s position on 
abortion, believing life begins at conception. However, they do not support its position on 
contraception and IVF. There is also a belief that the reduction/closing of schools and churches 
may be contributing to the lack of vocations. However there seems to be strong support for 
consolidation of churches where it would lead to stronger Catholic communities. 
 
The hope and goal of submitting the results of our survey is that the US Council of Bishops will 
listen to what we have said, discern and decide on changes that will hopefully make the 
Catholic Church stronger, more faithful, and united to God and each other. 
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