
Spiritual Works of Mercy 

Admonish the sinner. 
Instruct the ignorant. 
Counsel the doubtful. 
Comfort the sorrowful. 
Bear wrongs patiently. 
Forgive all injuries. 
Pray for the living and dead. 

 Corporal Works of Mercy 

Feed the hungry. 
Give drink to the thirsty. 
Clothe the naked. 
Shelter the homeless. 
Visit the sick. 
Visit the imprisoned. 
Bury the dead. 

 “I have asked the Church in this Jubilee Year to rediscover the richness encompassed by the 
spiritual and corporal works of mercy.  The experience of mercy, indeed, becomes visible in the 
witness of concrete signs as Jesus himself taught us.  Each time that one of the faithful personally 
performs one or more of these actions, he or she shall surely obtain the Jubilee 
Indulgence.  Hence the commitment to live by mercy so as to obtain the grace of complete and 
exhaustive forgiveness by the power of love of the Father who excludes no one.  The Jubilee 
Indulgence is thus full, the fruit of the very event which is to be celebrated and experienced with 
faith, hope and charity.” 
Pope Francis Sept. 1, 2015 

“As we can see in Sacred Scripture, mercy is a key word that indicates God’s action towards 
us.  He does not limit himself merely to affirming his love, but makes it visible and 
tangible.  Love, after all, can never be just and abstraction.  By its very nature, it indicates 
something concrete: intentions, attitudes, and behaviors that are shown in daily living.  The 
mercy of God is his loving concern for each one of us.  He feels responsible; that is, he desires 
our wellbeing and he wants to see us happy, full of joy, and peaceful.  This is the path which the 
merciful love of Christians must also travel.  As the Father loves, so do his children.  Just as he is 
merciful, so we are called to be merciful to each other.”  
Pope Francis The Face of Mercy #9 

 


