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ARTICLE I - NAME
This organization shall be known as the Council of

Catholic Women of St. Alexander Church, Villa Park,

Illinois.

ARTICLE II – OBJECTIVES
Section 1  To serve as the medium through which the

women of this parish may speak and act as a
unit on matters of public interest.

Section 2   To create interest in and to aid in the solution
of present day religious, moral, civic, social,
educational and economic problems.

Section 3   To further spiritual, moral, social educational,
cultural and material undertakings which may
be recommended to the Deanery and
Diocesan Councils by the Bishop, and to
work as part of the National Council of
Catholic Women in the broader interests
represented by the United States Catholic
Conference of Bishops.

ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP AND DUES
Section 1  All women parishioners of St.

Alexander Church are members of the
Council.

Section 2  Members are encouraged to pay annual
dues as indicated on the donation
envelope in the September parish
envelope packet.

ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS
Section 1  The Officers shall be the President,

Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.

Section 2  The officers shall serve a term of one
year and may serve two additional
consecutive terms. 

Section 3  The President, Vice-President, Secretary
and Treasurer shall constitute the
Executive Committee with power to act
in emergencies.

Section 4  The Officers, Commission Chairmen,
Commission/Committee Vice-Chairmen
shall constitute the Board of Directors.  The
Pastor is an ex officio member of all parish
organizations, boards, and committees.  He
or his appointee may serve as the
organization’s Spiritual Advisor

                                                      
Standing Rules                                         February, 2015
Revised, 2015

1. At least one annual general St. Alexander's CCW
meeting shall be held in March - on the 2nd

Thursday, if possible.  Monthly September
through February programs/or general meetings
are also scheduled on 2  Thursdays at thend

discretion of the board.  The Annual Spring
Luncheon is typically held on a Saturday in April.

2. Board meetings shall be held monthly - August
through May: the final (May) meeting of the year
shall be a joint meeting of outgoing and incoming
board members.

3. At board meetings, all board members have voice
and vote, and all members present shall have
voice.

4. Expenditures over $50.00 require the approval of
the Executive Committee.  

5. The incoming Vice President shall be general
chairman of the annual Spring Luncheon.

6. The president appoints a chair for the parish's
annual “Mass of the Anointing” luncheon; the
incoming vice president shall be general chairman
of the annual Spring Luncheon.

7. In January, names, with their qualifications for the
Woman of the Year, shall be requested from the
Council and the Parish.  The WOY shall be chosen
at the February board meeting.  At the general
meeting before March 31, she shall be introduced
and presented with flowers.  Her name shall be
sent to the JDCCW upon request.  Suitable
publicity shall be inserted in the parish bulletin,
and she shall be presented with a memento at the
annual CCW Mass.  Current WOY shall chair the
following year's selection.  All nominees get
flowers.

8. The incoming officers, the Woman of the Year, all
the priests at the rectory, two deanery
representatives (and others if decided upon by the
board) shall be given complimentary tickets for the
Spring Luncheon.

9. The Council shall pay fees for religious awards
earned by Girl Scouts in the parish, and sponsor
the Girl Scout troops of the parish.

10 At the discretion of the president and the secretary,
the Spiritual Advisor and priests shall receive
special invitations to meetings and particular
functions in which they might be interested.

11. The CCW will pay for the Spiritual Advisor's
dinner at the JDCCW convention.

12. The CCW will give an annual gift to the parish.
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ARTICLE IX – REPRESENTATION
Section 1  The Council shall be represented at the

even year biennial convention of the
Joliet Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women by the President or her alternate. 
All members attending the full
convention have a vote in accordance
with the JDCCW Bylaws.

Section 2  The Council shall be represented at the 
annual convention of the National
Council of Catholic Women by the
President or her alternate, and another
delegate; each shall have one vote, in
accordance with the NCCW Bylaws.

Section 3  The President – unless otherwise
delegated – shall also be the voting
delegate for annual online voting for
NCCW officers.

Section 4  Immediately after the initial meeting of
the newly elected officers and board each
year, the Council shall allot a maximum
of 25% of the current general operating
balance to fund costs of Convention
representation for the President or her
delegate to the JDCCW convention (even
years) and one annual NCCW convention
in her term.  If possible, registration fees
for parish CCW board members who
attend a convention may be reimbursed. 
If funding is not sufficient to cover these
costs, the Council shall proportionately
reduce the reimbursement.

ARTICLE X – PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

Robert’s Rules of Order (current revision)
shall be the authority of Parliamentary
Procedure for all meetings.

ARTICLE XI – AMENDMENTS
These Bylaws may be amended at any
general meeting of the Council by a 2/3
vote, provided that the proposed
amendments(s) is submitted in writing,
discussed at a prior Board Meeting, and a
copy of the proposed change(s) is posted at
the general meeting prior to the vote.
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ARTICLE V – MEETINGS
Section 1  General meetings shall be held regularly,

the date and time being determined by the
President and the Executive Committee.

Section 2  Board meetings may be called by the
President at her discretion.

Section 3  One Annual Meeting shall be held during
which new officers are elected and other
business conducted as needed.

Section 4  Voting at any meeting shall be confined
to members present.

Section 5.  A quorum for the transaction of business
shall be as follows”

       General Meeting – Members present
       Board of Directors – Members present
       Executive Committee - Three members

ARTICLE VI – NOMINATIONS and ELECTIONS
Section 1  At a general meeting before March 1, the

nominating committee shall submit the
list of nominees for the four officers and
a three-member ensuing-year nominating
committee.

Section 2  At the Annual Meeting, nominations may
be made from the floor – including up to
two additional members of the
nominating committee – with the consent
of the nominee(s).  The election of
officers and ensuing year nominating
committee shall take place at this time.

Section 3  A majority of those members present
shall elect.  New officers shall assume
their duties at the time of their
installation.

Section 4  Vacancies in office shall be filled by
Presidential appointment with the
approval of the Executive Committee.  If
a vacancy occurs in the office of
President, the Vice President shall
assume the Presidency and a new Vice
President pro tem shall be appointed.
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ARTICLE VII – DUTIES OF OFFICERS
Section 1  The President shall preside at all

meetings and shall be an ex-officio
member of all committees except the
nominating committee.  The President
shall appoint the chairman of
Commissions, sub-Commissions and
committees, and shall have the authority
to appoint a parliamentarian with the
approval of the Board.

Section 2  The Vice President shall assume the
duties of the president in her absence.

Section 3  The Secretary shall keep the minutes of
all meetings and shall have charge of all
documents pertaining to her office.  She
shall conduct the official correspondence
of the Council.

Section 4  The Treasurer is responsible for the
finances of the Council.  She shall
disburse funds only upon the order of the
President.

ARTICLE VIII – COMMISSIONS
Section 1  There shall be the following  commissions:
   Spirituality
      Church
      Legislation
   Service
      Family
      Community
      International
   Leadership
      Organization/Education

Section 2  Church
The aim of the Church Commission is to
create a community of God’s people that is
educated and dynamic.  Its program of study
and action in the areas of scripture, liturgy,
ecumenism, and the promotion of vocations
lead to the experience of community and of
Christ’s own life.
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Section 3  Legislation
The aim of this commission is to help
persons and groups be more politically
aware/ Its study and action is concerned
with helping persons and groups
understand the legislative process,
encourage eligible citizens to register to
vote, help voters understand the local,
state and national issues on which they
are voting, and know the names and
address of the legislative officials and
how to contact and influence them. 

Section 4  Family
The aim of the Family commission is
concerned with child and parent education,
preservation of family unity, sex
education, formation for marriage and
parenthood, care for the aged, religion in
the family, reverence for life in all its
stage, and aid to the parish school in
whatever ways deemed necessary. 

Section 5  Community
The aim of the Community commission is
to involve the members – and all people –
in working to meet the needs of the
community.  Its program, strictly
determined by local need, includes such
areas as protecting the environment,
housing/urban development, rural life,
safety, health and welfare.

Section 7  Organization /Leadership/Education
The aim of this commission is to provide
support services to the other
Commissions.  Its services include fund-
raising, organization development,
publicity and public relations.

Section 8   Commission chairmen shall be
appointed by the President with the
approval of the Executive Committee. 
They shall serve for one year, and may
serve successive terms.

Section 9   Vice Chairmen and committees shall be
appointed by the President and/or the
Commission Chairmen with the approval
of the Executive Committee. Vice-
Chairmen shall serve a term concurrent
with the Commission by whom she was
appointed.


